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ESLT 2:  Regional Water Board staff met with Bridgeport Ranchers 
Organization (BRO) members on March 12, 2012 to discuss this and 
other concerns.  Another meeting of Water Board staff and BRO 
members was held May 31, 2012 to arrive at a mutually agreeable 
approach to address key issues of concern in the 2

nd
 tentative waiver.  

Agreed-upon changes to the 2
nd

 tentative waiver are reflected in the 
proposed grazing waiver. During these collaborative meetings, Water 
Board staff informed the BRO members in attendance that the conditions 
of the 2007 grazing waiver could not be met so it was imperative to 
modify the 2007 waiver to make a new waiver that was reasonable and 
achievable. 

ESLT-R1: The Water Board does not have authority to regulate land use 
and has no intention of putting ranchers out of business. The California 
Nonpoint Source Implementation and Enforcement Policy (see Finding 4 of 
the proposed waiver) requires that all sources of nonpoint source 
pollution be regulated through either Waste Discharge Requirements 
(WDRs), or waivers of WDRs, or prohibitions.  Waivers are the “softest” 
regulatory approach available to the Water Board and require 
collaboration with the prospective enrollees. Water Board staff have 
been collaborating with BRO since 2006 to develop a waiver that is 
achievable for ranchers, and the timeline provided for compliance with 
Basin Plan water quality objectives is long and is intended to provide 
ranchers adequate time to budget management practice implementation 
in a manner that is affordable. Water Board staff have received no 
quantitative information on costs of management practice 
implementation from BRO members or any other organization or 
individual to substantiate the claim that ranchers will go out of business 
as a result of reasonable management practice implementation spread 
out over 5 years.  

ESLT-R2:  The 1975 Water Quality Control Plan (Basin Plan) for the 
North Lahontan Basin applied the 20 fecal coliform per 100 mL water 
quality objective to ten water bodies, including the East Walker River 
which is in the Bridgeport Valley.  The 20 fecal coliform per 100 mL water 
quality objective was extended to the rest of the Region in the 1995 
Basin Plan update.   Based on concerns about the applicability of the 20 
fecal coliform per 100 mL water quality objective for areas with historic 
agricultural beneficial uses, such as the Bridgeport Valley, Water Board 
staff began conducting studies on both fecal coliform and E. coli covering 
a wide range of land use types in the region, including agriculture, to 
develop scientifically defensible standards that address these concerns.  
These efforts are given in more detail in Finding No. 5 of the proposed 
grazing waiver. 



 


